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to work

J :'_Wlth my beckgr—eund l hed often hedrd 'EhCIt college wasn't meant ‘

“| grew up.in @ small town in'lllinois, where going to college was

neither expected nor dlscussed The nedarest community college

- was over 45-minutes away. I shared this reality with many raised

in rural America. Far away from society, | felt increasingly invisible

: '_‘bec:duse_my family was one of the'poorest in town.

“Early in my life, my only option was accepting responsibility. |

started working as‘a high school sophomore to help my single -

- parent support 5 children. Often, I'd change into my work uniform .
_'ds soon as | finished class. Over a decade later, after starting my

own fdmny, I redlrzed thdt I needed more than waklng up simply
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Leadership
I became-the PreS|dent of the Ch| Upsnon ,
Chapter in 2025. Each semester I ve had the e s
chance to take on some amazmg i : ' "
Ieadershlp roles like leading educatronal

forums at the Illinois Regional Convention &
Honors Institute, helping others find their

~ voices at “Leading lllinois Together,” and my =
absolute favorite, serving as the Master of

_Ceremonies for the Chi UpsHon 2025 Fall =0 N conieie T
Rk N 4 Ny THROUGH
Induct:on Ceremony' R TR e S SToRvTELLING: Ay
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Fellowship |
Spending;time With-rhy team keeps me " _
motivated. I've had the chance tovment'or -
our Vice President of Fellowship, who has |
become both my campalgn maneger anda
good friend.

From visiting the pumpkln patch with lllinois’
Theta Omega Chopter to organizinga
campus-wide: event with Cocoa, Crafts, and -
‘Conversation, my: el semester was full of '
new connecttons. ' : :
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